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Argentlna has decided upon a general strategy for responding to the

Inter-American Human Rights Commission's (TAHRC) report compiled after
the Commission's September 1979 visit, according to a genera%l} reliabie
clandestine source. One Argentine official workipg on the tépitey reply
reportedly stated in late January that Argentina would challenge:
~—the IAHRC's practice of allegedly drawing conclusion from
unverified information about isolated cases; and
—the Commission's autho;ity to judge the constitutionality

‘of laws and decrees promulgated as part of the counterterrorist

fight.

The Argentine response will reportedly be ready by late February.

INR Comment®* The Argentines were prgpared for a critical IAHRC
report but n&t for anything quite ag negative as they apparently receiyed.
We have ﬁﬁt seen the report, but the Argentines are reportedly especially
disturbed with scant treatment accorded'tﬁé terrorist menace in Argentina
and the inclusion ;f the names of alleged torturers in the text. Two of the
targets of Argeﬁtina's displéasure over the repogt have been the US--because
of the suspicion that the US influenced the reports's contents through the - -
US citizen member of the IAHRC=—and (QAS Secretary General Alejandro @+fiiiat

Orfila—--because of the notion that Orfila, havéﬂuicouraged the government

to accept the visit, should have somehow tempered the Commission's draft.
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