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1. SUMMARY: POLITICAL WIOLENCE, WITH CONSEQUENT WIOLATIOMS OF HUMAN
RICHTS, HAS BEEN A FEATURE OF ARCENTINE LIPE FON SEVERAL YEARS.
LEFT-WING TEERORISM BECAN IN 19653 AND OVER THE YEARS HAS EBEEN
RESPONSIEZELE FOR HUNDREDS OF POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS, KITDNAPPINGS
AND ATTACKS AGAINST PRIVATE PROPERTY AND MILTTARY AND POLICE IMNSTALLA-
TIGNS. COUNTER, OR RIGHT-WING, TERRORISM AVPPRARED IN 1974 WITH THE
EMERGENCE OF THE FAMOUS TRIPLE R (COMPRISED OF OFF-DUTY POLICEMEN AND
LABOR GOONS) . COUNTERTERROSIM, PRIOR TD THE CHANGE OF G0OVT, HOWEVER,
SEEMED TO BE AIMED NHNOT 50 MUCH AT LEFTIST TEREORISTS AS AT HROGRES -
5IVE POLITICAL FIGURES AND OPPONENTS OF MRS. PERON AND LOPEZ REGA.
ITS VICTIMS NUMBERED IN THE HIWNGREDS AND IT WAS GUILTY OF SHOCKING
ATRDCITIES. THI3, THEN, WAS THE SITUATION THE MILITZEY INHERITED
WHEN IT iifK POWSE OW MARCH Z4 QF THIS YFAR. PRESIDENT VIDELA
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IMMEDIATELY FROMISED TO DEFEAT LEFT-WING TEREORISM AND AT
THE SaME TIME TO RESPECT HUMAM RICGHTS; THE CGOVERNMENT, HE
ELID, WOULD MONOBOLIZE DPOWER {I.E. VIGZILANTE ACTIVITIES
OUTSIDE THE LAW WOULD NOT BE TOLERATER} . IN TERMS OF THE
STRUGGLE AGAIMST LEFTIST SUBVERSION, VIDELA HAS BEEW AS G0CD
AE HIS WORD. THE GOVT HAS HAD MARKED SUCCESE. THE ERP HAS
BREN SEVERELY DAMAGEDR [F NOT NEUTRALIZED. THE MONTONER(OS HAVE
SUFFERED IMPORTANT LOSSES. THE HOFPE THAT COUNTEETERREORISM
- WQDLD EE BROUGHYT UNDER CONTROL, HOWEVER, HAS NOT BEEN REALIZED.
" 1¥ ANYTHING, COUNTERTERRDRISM HaS INCRASED. XIDNAPPINGS,
TORTIIRES AND MURDERS OF REAL OR SUSPECTED "LEFTISTE" ARE COMMON-
PLACE--OFTEN ON THFE FLIMSIEST PRETEXTS. FURTHER, IT IS5 CLEAR
THAT IN MOST CRSES THE SECURITY FCORCES THEMGSELVES, OR AT LEAST
ELEMENTS THEREOF, ARE THE AUTHURS OF THESE ABUSES. PRESIDENT
B VIDELA ANT TROSE AROWND HIM COWNTINUE TO INSIST THAT THIS DOES
i KOT REPRESENT GOVY POLICY, WHICH REMAINS ONE OF RESPECT FOR
. HUMAN RIGHTS. POLICY OR WHOQT, HOWEVER, FOLICE VICLATIONS OF HUMAN
EIGHTS REMAIN UNCURBED. THERE IS COUNTRADICTORY EVIDENCE AD
TG Wd¥Y. SOME BELIEVE BIDELA IS SIMPLY INSINCERE IN HIS
PROTESTATIONS. THIE CAWNOT BE DISPROVED QR REJECTED QUT OF
‘HAND .  WHAT SEEM: MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, IS THAT THE SECHURITY
FORCES AEE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF DIVISIONE WITHIM TRE GOVT,
UNCLEAR POLICY CGUIDELINEZ, FUZZY LINES OF COMMAND AND THE FACT
THAT THE GOVE MUST DEPEND ULON THEM IW ITS FIGHT AGAINST SUBVERSIONM.
IN ESHORT, BECAUSE OF THESE CONDITIONS, THE SECURITY FORCES
ARE OPERATING WITH MISSION-TYPE ORDERS WITHOUT MUCH SUBSEQUENT
REFERENCE T THE TOP LEVELS OF CONTRCL., EVEN IF THIS IS THE
CAZE, OF COURSE, THE EESULTS ARE THE SAME. HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS CONTINUS., THE WILLINGMESS AND ABRILITY QF THE
FPRESENT LEADERE 0OF THE GOA TO CORRECT THIS EITUARTION AND STOFE
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATICNS ARE NOT YET CLEAR, BUT THERE IS SOME
EVIDENCE THAT THEY ARE MOVING IN THE RIGHT DRIRECTION. THE
POLITICAL AMBIANCE IN WHICH THEY ARE QPERATING IS COMPLEX
IN THE EXTEME AND THE GFTIONS ARE FEW. EVEN THOUGH LEADERS
“OF WHAT MIGHT EE DESURIBED AS THE FOLITICADL OPPOSITION (THE
UCE, THE PERONISTS, LABEOR LEADERS, ETC) ARE DEEFLY CCONCERNED
OVER THE QUESTION OF RUMAN RIGHTS, THEY REMAIN WILLING TO
GIVE VIDELA THE BENIFIT OF TUE DOUST AND MORE TIME TO BRING
ABOUT RECTIFICATIONS. THEY HAVE GOOD REASCOW TO EE PATIENT,
FOR MOST OBSERVERS ARE CONVINCED THAT IF VIDELR IS PUSHED ASIDE,
HE WOULD HE REPLACED BY SOMEONE FAR WORSH- - PROZAELY A HARDLINER
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WHO WOULD NOT EVEY GIVE LIP SERVICE TO EESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.
IN 3tM, AS THE DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN THE COUNTRY SEE IT,VIDELA
MAY BE A WEAK REED FOR TUHEM TO LEAN UPCH, BUT HE IS THE ONLY
REED THEY HARVE, PRESIDENT OF PEROMNIST PARTY, DEOLINOD BITTEL,
JUST COMING CUT OF FOUR MONTHS OF HOUSE ARREST, FOR EXAMDPLE,
COMMENTED T BEMBOFPS OM AUG 26, "DRE. BASRIN OF UCR ANT I ARE

IN FULL AGREEMENT THAT ONLY THE MOST IRRESPONSIBLY ARGENTINE
WOULD WISH TO BRING ABOGUT THE FAILURE OF THE VIDELA GOVT, FOR
WHAT WOULD FOLLOW IT WOULD DOUBTLESS BE WORSE.? END SUMMARY.

2. THE ENVIRONMENT OF TERRORISM, IN CONTRAST TO THE CHILEAN
SYTUATION, POLICETRL VIOLENCE AND HUMAN RIGHT SVIOQLANTIONS
ARE MOT A HEW FACTOR IN ARGENTINA., ANTI-GOVT TERRORISM
AND AEPRESSIVE COUNTERMEASURES ALRE FAMILIAR THEMES IN
EECENT ARGENTINE HISTOEY. THE CURRENT STATE OF SIEGE WAS
NOT INSTITUTED BY THE PRESENT GOVT; REATHER, IT WAS IMPOSED
EY MR5. FPERGH'S GOVT (THE LANUSSE GUVT HAD ALSDO RULED UNDER
STATES OF SIEGE! . POLITICAL PRISONERS 1IN EIGNIFICANT
NMBERS WERE HELR BY THE PREVIOJS REGIME, AND BY THR: REGIME
EEFORE THAT, A WELL AS BY THE PRESENT GUVT. TERROQRIEM AND
COUNTERTERRORISM REGULARLY LEFT ZDRIES TN THRE STRERTS WELI.
BEFORE THE LATEST MILITARY OOUP. THERS HAS BEEN A RELATIVE
RIEE IN THE NUMBERS CF VICTIME ON BUTH SIDES SINCE MARCH 24
OF THIS YEAR, RIT TAR MAIOR CHANGE HAS REFEN IN THE DEGREER
OF TNTERST SHOWN BY INTERNATIORAT OQPINICN, PRIOE TO THE
CHANGE COF GOVT THERE WERE FEW EXPRESSICHS OF ZOHCERN FROM
AFRQAD CONCEENING COUNTERTERORISM. NOW, SICH EXPRESSIONS
ARE COMMONPLACE . '
3. THE TERRORIST THREAT FROM THE LEFT CERTAINLY DID NOT END
ON MARCH 24. OK THm CONTRARY, SINCE THEN AN ESTIMATED 200
MILITARY AND POLICE HAVE BEEN EILLED EY TERROISTS AND AN
UNEXIOWH BUT SIGNIFICANT MUMBER OF CIVILIANS HAVE DIED AT
THEIR HANDS. AN AVERAGE OF AT LEAST ONE ACTIVE OF RETIRED
MEMBER OF THE MILITARY O POLICE IS5 BEING KILLED EVERY DAT,
AND BOMRBINGS OF SPECIFIC TARGETS ARE COMMON. THERE HAVE BEEN
SEVERAL "SPECTRCILARS" SUCH AS THE KILLING OF THE FEDERAL
PULICE CHIEF IW HIS OWN BED AND THE JULY BOMBING OF BOLICE
HEADQUARTERS. LEFT-WING TZERRGRISM HRES ZEEN THE MGST SIGNIFICANT
FACTGR IN ARGENTINA'S INABILITY TO ATTRACT FOREIGN INVESTMENT.
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oo 4. GOA DRIVE TO ORITROL LERTIST SUBVERSION. IN ITS DRIVE TO
'~ DEFEAT THE TERRORISTS, THE GO2 HAES ACKNOWLEDGED KILLING 50ME

© 450 CLAIMEL TERRDRISTE SINCE MARCH 24, IAMD AM UNENDWM BUT
UNDOUETEDLY LARGCE NUMBER GF REAL OR SUSBECTED TERRORISTSE AND
"SUBVERSIVE" HAVE BEEEN DETRINED. THE GOA HAS HAD CONSIDERRELE
SUZCEES IN REDUCING THE ERP, BUT IT I35 GENRALLY CONCEDED THAT
THE MONTONEROS, DESPITE LOSSEE, REMAIN A DAMGSERCUS AND INTARCT
URGANIZATION OF AN ESTIMATED 7,000 MILITANTS. THIE BRESIC
STRUGELE BETWEEN SECURITY FORCES RND TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS
I5 LIKELY TCO CONTINUE FOR AT LEAST ANGTHER YEAR OR SO WITH

& CLEAR CUT VICTORY FOR THE QOA NOT YET ESSURED.

-, 5. THE VISIBLE BATTLEFIED . IT IS A GRIM FIGHT AND AS IN MOST
' SUCH STRUGGLES OF BLOGD AND PASEION THERE ARE VIOLATIONS OF
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-HUMAN RIGAITE ON BOTE SIDES. ON THE GOVT SIDE, FOR EXAMPLE
IT IS GENERALLY ACCEFPTED THAT THE POLICE AND MILITARY ARE

USING TORTURE TO OETAIN INPORMATION FROM CAPTUREED TEHRREORISTS.
THIS TYPE OF ABUSE IS5 UNFORTUMATELY ALL TOO COMMON IN FORCES
ARQUNWD THE WORLD ENGAGED IN COMBAT WHEN IMMEDIATE OFEFATICNAL
INTELLIGENCE OF DIRECT AND URGENT CONCERN AND MEMBERS OF

THE ENGAGRED FORCES FEEL THAT THE "ENEMY" IAS FORFEITED ANY
RIGATS BY TAKING UP ARMS. AS IN MOST SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, IT
15 USUALLY IMPOLSIBLE TO PINPOINT THE DEGREE OF ABUSE OR
SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITY.

6. LEGAL DETENTIONS. ALS0O AS PART OF THEIR VISIBLE EFFORTS
AGAINST TERRCRISM AND SUBVERSION, THE SECURITY FORCES HAVE
DETAINED NUMBERCUZ PERSONS FOR INVESTIGARTION AND QUEETIONING
UNDPER EITHER THE FROVISIONS OF THE STATE OF SIECE, THE ARMS
CONTROL LAWS, ETC. TREATHENT OF TROSE WHC ARE ACTUALLY “"BOOEEDR"
TENDS T BE RELATIVELY "PROPER". THEIR HOMES MAY BE HAMSACKED
AND VALUARLES STOLEW DURING THS ARREST, BUT ONCE IN CUSTODY
TORTURE DOES KOT SEEM TO BE ROUTINE. SOME ARE HELDY IHNDEFINITELY,
LSMG&LLY CAN EE UNDER THE STATE OF LIEGE (SEE PARA 73, BUT

PAGE 02 EUENOES (05637 {Z OF §3 3I01213Z

OTRERS ARE FREETr AFTER A SHORT TIME AND S5TILL OTHERS PBASSED
ON TD TEE PROCEDURES OF THE REGULAR COURTE OR TO MILITARY
COURTS MARTIAL WHEN TRIS IS PRESCRIBED BY LAW.

7. BTATE OF SIEGE. THE STATE OF ZIRGE CURKENTLY 1IN EFFECT

IN ARGENTINA WAL IMEPISED BY MRS. PERON'S GOWT O HOV &, 1374,

THE CURRENT MILITARY GOV[I HAS NOT CHAMNGED I'ls STATUS. AS WITH
STATRE OF HIEGE PROVISIONS IN MOST LATIN AMERICAN CONSTITUTICNS
WHICH HAVE BEEN RECGULARLY TNOVEED TEROUCHOUT THEIR HISTORY,

MANY INPIVIDDAL GUALZAWTEES ARE SUSPENDED, THE GUVT IS ANTHORIZED
TS HOLD SUSPRECYS TNOEFINITELY AND TO MOVE THEM FROM FLACE TO
FLACE WITHIN THE COUNTRY. HAREAS CORPUS IS5 SUSPENDED, AS ARE
MANY OTHEE KIGHTS, BUL JUDICIAL EECOUREE [E5 HOT ALTOGETHER
ABSENT. SO0ONE®E OF LATER THOSE HELD UNDER THE STATRE OF SIEGE

MUST BE RELEASED. RND THE COURTS CONTIKUE TC FUNCTION. THE STATE
OF SIEGE I5 NOT &N EXCEPIIOMAL STATE OF AFFAIRS IN COUNTRIES

SUCH AZ ARCENTINE, AND A REASDNATAE FIMILIZRATION OF SUCH POWERS

BY THE GOVT IS5 ONOT CCWNSIDERED BY MOST ARGENTINES AS CINSTITUTI G
A VILATIOMN OF HUMAN RIGHTS. [T DUAS EECOME QUESTIONABLE TQ PUBLIC
OFPINION WHEN ABRUZED, AS WITH THE MASS ROUNDUPS OF SUSPECTS IN
"SEQGRTS STADIUMS IN CHILE. SOME RRGENTINES ARE CONCERNED THAT
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-THE 30VT HERE MAY BE VERGING CN ABUSE. AN ESTIMATED 2,000 TO

5, DO0 PERSDONS ARE NOW DETAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS QF THE STATE
OF SIEGE. THE QCA HAS RELEASED NO TOTAL OR LIST COF THOGE
DETAINED, AND AS VARIOUS INDIVUDUALS ARE RELEASEDR COTHERS ARE
DETAINED; HENCE, IT IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE HOW MANY
PRISCNERS ARE BEING HELD FOR A "REABOMABLE" FEW WEEKS OR A
MONTH AND HOW MANY FOR BN VUNREASOHAEBLET PEW MOHTHS. WHATEVER
THE LENGTH OF TIME, ENCOUZH PEOFLE ARE AFFECTED BY THE DETENTIONS
50 THAT THERE 13 WIDENING CONCERN.

£. OTHEE JURIDICAL MEASURES. IN ADDITICH TO THE STATE OF

SIEGE, THE GCA, SIMCE TAKING POWER, HAS PROMULGATED A NUMEEER

OF NEW LAWS AND MOOIFICATIONSE TO OLD OMES. THEPENAL CODE

HALS BEEN MODIFIED TQ INCLUDE WNEW OFFENSES AND TGO THUREASE
PENALTIES FOR TDERHS., CERTRIN LAMS, SUCH A5 THE "ACT OF
INSTITUTUIONAYL. RESFONSIBILITYY, DESCRIBED EVEN BY THE CAUTIOUE
ARGENTINE 2PRESS AS "REVOLUTICOHARY JUSTICE", CLEARLY APPEAR TO 3E
VIOCLATIONS OF POLITICAL AND CLVIL RIGHIS BY ANY UBJECTIVE
ETANDARD, BUT THEY DU -HOT APPEAR T CONETITUTE VIOLATIONS OF
HUMAN RIGHT IN THE GENERALLY UNRDERSTOOD SENSE. MOREOVER,

BAGE 03 BUEHNDE £5637 02 OF 03 3012137

THE REGULAR CIVIL COURTS CONTINUE TO FUNCTION. THEY ARE,

FOR EXAMPLE, LEELIMG WITH CHARGES OF CORRUBTICN AWND OTHER ABUSES
AGAINST MEMBERS QF THE DEPCESED GOVT. THE COURTS HAVE EVEN
CHALLENGED THE GOA'S FAILURE TCO OESERVE A PROVIZION OF

THE CONETITJUTION WHICH PERMITS A PERSON HELD UNDER STATE OF
SIEGE TOQ ELECT TO LEAVE THE COUNTKRY, AND THE GOR HAS COMMITTIED
ITSELF TO RESOLVE THE LEGAL CONFLICT EXFLICIT IN THIS CASE.

2, COUMNTERTEREOEISM. WHILE THE BARBOVE-DESCHRIBEDN SPIN-OFF EFFECTS
OF THE GOVT'S VISIBLE AND "LBEGAL™ DEIVE AGARINZT LEFT-WING
TERRORIEM-E.G. A PROFENSITY NOT TO TAKEFRISCHNERS IN COMBAT,
HARSH INTERROGATION CF CAPTURED TERRORISGTS, LECGAL DETENTION

OF TILSE SUSPECTED OF TERRORIST CONNECTIONS, AND EMERGENCY
LEGISLATION WHICH SUSPENDS CERTAIN RIGHTS--MAY HAVE NEGATIVE
IMPLICATIONS PCE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATICN, THEY DO NOT BY
AMY MEANES REPRESENT THE MAIN PROBLEM. THE AREBA

WHICH IS THE CRUSE OF GREATEST CONCERN IS THE MUCHE MORE COMELEX
AND OBSCURE MATTER OF COUNTERTERRCEISM PRACTICED BY ELEMENTS

OF THE SECURITY FORCES WHOSE AUTHCRITY {IN TERMS OF THE ORICIN
OF THE CRDERS UPOM WHICH THEY ACT, IS5 IMICLEAR. SINCE 1974,
ELEMENTS COMMONEY DESCRIBED AS RETEESENTING THE *EXTREME

Current Class: — Page: &

| HELISSFED




' PSR
Current Class: SN %iiﬁab f; Pags: 7

Current Handiing: n/a
Document Number: 137&8BUENOSN5637 Channel: n/a

Case Number: 200000044

-RIGHT" QF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM HAVE CONDUCTED THEIR OWN
TERRORIST CAMPAIGH AGAINST THE LEFTIST GUEERILLAS AND, ALMOET
INDISCRIMINATELY, AGAINST PEREONS AND GROUPS IDENTIFIED- -
SCMETIMES ONLY VERY VAGUELY EO--WITH THE LEFT. IWEING MRES. PERON'S
GOVT, THE B2ES5T KNOWW OF THE RIGHTTISY COUNTERTERRORIST GROUPS

Wag THE TRIPLE A, MADE UP ILARGELY OF POLICE PEREONEL OFERATING
WHOFFICIALLY AND SOME LABOR UNION GOUN SCURDS . WITHOUT DOUBT,

THE TRIELE A COCUNTED WITH SUPPORT AT THE EIGHEST LEVELS OF

MRS. PERON'S REGIME. WITH THE ADVENT OF THE MILITARY GOVT,

THE TRIPLE A FADED FROM THE FOQREFRONT (PROBABLY BECAUSE GF ITH
IDENTIFICATION WITH THE PERON REGIME), BUT COUNTERTERRORISM, IF
ANYTHING, INCREASED, COUR BEST ESTIMATE IS5 THAT SUCH ACTIVITIES
ARE HOW CARNIED OUT BLMOST EXCLUSIVELY BY ACTIVE-DUTY AND

CETIRED MILITARY AND FOLICE PERSONNEL WHO ARE PURSUING THE AMTI-
' LEFTIST CAMPAIGN IN SCMETHING OF THE MANNER GF A CRUSADE. TH=

-7 WORST OF THESE UNITS SEEMZ TU SPRING FROM THE FEDERAL POLICE,
RATHER THAM FROMN THE MILITARY, THEIR METHCD OF DPERATICON IS

WELL FNOWN: CIVILIAY CLOTHEE, MOVEMENT IN THE NIGHT IN UNMAREED
CBRS, KIDMAPPING (A5 DISTINCT FROM THE LECAL ARREST DESCRIBED

i¥ PARA &), TORTURE AND EVEN MURDER. THEIR VICTIMS HAVE SOMETIMES

BACE 04 BUENGS 05637 02 OF 92 3012132

BEFN TARGCETED ON THE FLIMIEST OF DRETEXTS. THE FIVE
PEIESTS WHOC WERE MURDERED IN JULY, FOR EXaMPLE, HAD NOTHING

TO DO WITH TERRORIEM, NOR DID THE BISHOF OF L& RIGJA, WHO
OSTENSIBLY WAS KILLED LAST MONTH INW AN AUTOMOEILE ACCIDENT

aUT iS5 BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN MURDERED BY RIGHTIST "DEZATH SQUADSY
A FPARTTCOULAE TARGET HAL BEEN THE POREIGN EEFUGEE COMMUNITY
LIVING IN ARGENTINA, PARTICULARTY URUGUAYANS AND CHILEANS,

WITH THE MICHELIKNT -GUTICRREZ BHIZ MUERDERG AND THE RECENT DIGA-
DPPEARANCE OF 17 URUGUAYAN REEFULGEES TEE MOST NOTORIOUS CRSES

s FAR. THERE ARE NO STATISTICS CONCERNING THE MUMEERS CF
KIONAPPINGS, SESSICHS OF TORTURE AMD BODIES LEFT SCATTERED
ABOUT, BUT TiE TOTAL SINCE MARCH MUST BE IN THE BUNWDREDS.

10. WEEKS' CASE. TOBE SURE, THE LINE BETWEEN "LECAL ARREST"
AND "KIDNAPPINGY 15 SOMETIMZS RLURRED. THE CASE OF FATHER JAMES
MERTINE WEEKZ IS5 PERHAPS ILLUSTRATIVE. WZEKS WASE TAXEN INTO

CUSTODY BY AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE AGENTS IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES
OM AUG 3. THE FEMINARY IN WHICH HE LIVED WAS RAWNSACKED AND MANY
VALULBLES STOLEN. TO THE EX-HUN HOUSENEEDER, THE INTRUDERS

PRETENMDED THEY WERE MOWNTONEROCS, BUT TREY MADE NO SUCH PRETENSE

Currant Class: \UNGEG_NE

JCLASSHED




F LN I —

Current Clasa: Page: 8

Current Handling: &/a
Document Number: 1976BUENDSDSE3T Channel: n/fa

Cage Number: 200000044

‘TG WEEES: TO HIM, THEY FREELY ADMITTED THEY WERE INTELLIGEKCE

AGENTSLSUG SESTIHG THEY MAY ORIGINALLY HRVE PLANNED TO FILL WEEXS
AND THE OTHERS AND BLAME IT ON THE LEFT). WEEES WAS HOT INVOLVED
WITH SUBVERSICN AND THE ONLY "BVIDENCE" POIRID RCAINGT MIM WERE A
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FEW "MARXIST" BOOES AND A *REVOLUTICNARY" RECORD.EVEN S0, WEEKS
MIGHT MEVER HAVE BEEN SEEN AGAIN HAD IT NOT BEEW FOR THE EMBASSY 'S
URGENT IRQUIRIES OW HIS BEHALF. ONCE THE EMBASZY S INTEREST
EECAME ¥MNOWH, WEEKS AWND THOSE ARRESTED WITH HIM ADPARENTLY WERE
SWITCHED TROM THE CATEGORY OF "CLANDESTINE DETAINEESY TC “LEGALLY
ARRESTED" . EVEW AT THAT, HOWEVER, THE GOA DENWNIED CONSULAR ACCESS
FOR ALMOET TEN DAYS AND NEVER REPLIED TO U5 PROTEST NOTES OM THE
SUBJEIT.

11, OFFICIAL POSITION OF GOA: THE MODUS OPERANDI OF SECURITY
FORECES ENGAGEL IN THESE EXTRA-LEGAL ACTIVITIES MAHES IT CLEAR
CLEAR THAT THEY ENJOY SUPPORT FROM ABCOVE. THE QUESTION IS:

HOW HIGH DOES THAT TOLERANCE REACH? CNE THEGEY IS THAT THE
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-TOP LEVELS OF THE 02, IHNCLUDING PRESIDENT WIDELA, ARE FULLY

AWARE ANT APPROVE OF THESE SUB ROSA OPERATIONS. IN ORCER TO
MUTE CONSEQUENT DAMACE TO THE GOVT'S IMAGE AT HOME AND AEROAD,
HOWEVER, THIE THEORY REUMS, VIDELR FEICGNE INNOCENCE AND DROMICES
RECTIFICATIONS WHICH HE IN FACY HAS HO IWNTENTION OF MAKING.

EUCH A THEORY CANNOT EE REJECTED OUT OF HAND, BUT SOME AVAILAELE
EVIDENCE-SEE PARR 12--TENDE TO REFUTE IT, AND IT IMPUTES

PREE 02 BUENQS 05837 03 OF (3  3012Zh0E

TO VIDELA A MORE MACHIAVELLIAN TURN OF MIND--AND A GREATER
ABILITY TO LISSEMBLE-THAN HE APPELRS TO MERIT.

12, GOA MUST DEFEND UPCW SECURITY FORCES. VIDELA MUST BE AWARE

OF THE MATRIAD HUMAN RIGHTS VICLATICNS, BUT THE FACTORS BEHIND
HIi5 FAILURE TO CURE THOSE ABUESES ARE PROBAELY FAR MORE COMPLEX
THAN THOSE SUGGEZTED IN THE PARAGRAPH ABOVE. FIRST, UNLIEE

THE PRESENT CHILEAN OR URUGDAYEM GOWES, THE GOA FACES A DANGEROUD
TERRGEIZT THEEAT FROM THE LEFT, ONE WHICH IF NOT ERCUGHT TRDER
CONTROL COULD PARAIYZE THE ECCWOMY AND THREATEN THE VERY EXISTENCE
OF THE GOVT. TO DEFEAT THAT THREEAT, THE VIDELA GOVT MUST RELY

0N THE EXISTING SECUIRITY FORCEZ. 50 LONG AS THE THREAT FROM

THE LEFT IS5 TH®RE, THEREFORE, THE GOVT WILL HESITATE T3 TAKE
SGTRFS TQ CURE TRE EXCESSESS OF THE SECURITY FORCEE IF THERE IS A
HIGH RISK THAT IN 50 DOING IT MIGHT DEMORALIZE, DIVIDE OR ALIENATE
THEM. EVIDENCE THAT THE GOVT WOULD LIKE TO CONTROL THEM, HOWEVER,
WAS SEEN IN THE APPOQINTMENT IN EARLY JULY CF GEN CORBETTA AS
CHIEF OF FEDERAL POLICE. CORBETTA STATED BUELICLY THAT HE

WOULD NOT TOLERATE ILLEGAL METHCDS AND HE MADE GENUINE EFFORTS

TS STOP THEM. HIS EFFORTS UNFORTUNATELY COITNCIDED WITH THE
EOMBING OF POLICE HEADQUARTERS IN SARLY JULY.

WITHIN DAYS, POLICE EXTREMEISTS HAD REACTED BY KILLING FIVE
CATRHOLIC PRIESTS AND DOZENS OF OTHER VICTIME. CORBETTA WAS SCON
FORCED QUT EY A WEAR MUTINY OF THE POLICE AND REFLACED BY AN
OFFICER WHD, WHILE DESCRIBED AS HAVING THE SIME INCLIKMATICOHS

AL COGREETTR, TOOK COMMAD WITH a PUBLIC EXPRESSION CF SURDPORT

FOR TRE POLICE AND ANY MEASURES THEY DEEMED NECEZSARY TO DEFEAT
SUBVERSION. THE SOVT HAD TRIED AND FAILED TO CONTRCL THE POLICE
+SEE BUENOS AIHES 4£52}).

13. LIVISIONS WITHIN QOVT. SECONDLY, VIDELA MUST CONCERN EIMSELF
NOT OKLY WITH THE EEACTION OF THE STCOURITY FORCES, BUT MUST
ALBD GUARD HIS FLANKS WITHIN HIS OWN INSTITUTUICON. THEERE

ARE MANY QFFICERS WHO REGRED HIM AS TOO SOFT, OTHERE WHO (OPPOSE
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CHIS GOV s ROONOMIC DPROGHRAM, AND ETILL OTHERS WHO ARE BITTERLY
OPPOSED TO THE OQFPEMNING TO THE CIVILIAN POLITICAL SECTORS WHICH
- WIDELA AND VIOLA HOPE AT SOME PQINT TO BREING ABOUT. SOME OBERVERS
-z HOLD THAT SHOULD VIDELR MOVE TO FORCE THE HUMAN RICHTS ISSUR REFORE
" HE HAS CONSOLIDATED HIS POLITICAL POSITION, THE RESULT MIGHT BE
vt THAT IN THE ENSUING TUREMOIL HE AND HIS MODERATE FOLLOWERS
WDLWMOVED FROM OFFICE AN BE REPLACED BY HARDLINERS WHO
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HOULD NOT EVEN WISH TO RESTREAIN COUNTERTERRORISM.

14. LACK OF COORDIMNATION. FINALLY, THE JUNTA SYSTEM ITSELFR

IS B CONTRIBUTING FACTOR. COLLEGIATE RULE AND DIVISIGN OF
RESPCHSIRILITIES AMONG THE THREE SERVICES WMILITATE AGALINST

A STRONG CENTRAL AUTHORITY AND CLEAR LINES OF COMMAND, THIS
RESULTS IN A SITUATION IK WHICH EACH CORPS COMMANDER, EACH
PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR, EACH MUNICIPAL INTERVENTOR AND 3¢ ON DOWN THE
LINE, TENDS TO OPEREATE WITH A HIGH DECGREE OF INDEPENDENCE.

1F & COMMANDEE, OR GOVEENOER, IS5 ANTI-SEMITIC, THEN JEWE IN HIS
DISTRICT ARE LIKELY TO HRVE A HARD TIME. IF HE [3 ANTI-SADICAL,
UCR HEADQUARTERS MAY BE CLGSED, ETC. THIS IS FURTHER COMPLICATED
BY AN AHRENCE OF COORDINATION AMONG THE SERVICES OR AMONG
INDIVDUAL UNITS. CONFUSICN OFTEM SEEMS TO REIGH. PEOFLE WORWIHG
FOR THE ARMY ALRE RRREESTED BY THE HAVY. PECOPLE WHD HAVE BEEN
GIVEM A CLEAN BILL OF HEARLTH AND RELEASED FROM DETENTION

IN ONE ZONE ARE ARRESTED THE NEXT DAY IN ANOTHER. UNTIL THIS
SITUATICN IS5 CORRECTEDR, UNTIL THEEE ARE CLEAR CGUIDELINES AND
CLEAR LINES OF COMMAND FROM A STRONG CENTRAL ARUTHCRITY CRAPRBLE
OF ENFORCIMNG ITS QRDERS, EXNCESESEE OW THE -PART GF THE BECURITY -
FORTES ARE NOT LIEKELY TO BE EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED.

15. CONCLUSIONRS IN S50, WHILE HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES ARE CERTAINLY
QECURING [N ARGENTINA, THEY DO NOT APPERR TO EESULT FROM A
BOLICY ON THE PRRT OF THE TOP LEVELS OF THE GOL; RATHER, THEY
REPRESEWT ACTS OM THE PART OF ELEMENTS OF THE SECURITY PORCES
WHICH THE PRESENT LEADERS OF THE GOVT, BECAUSE OF THE
CONDITIONE MENTIONED ABOVE, ARE HZMPERED OR BPREVENTEDR FROM
CONTROLLING. THIE IS5 MOT T SAY THE G0 LDOES WNOT, IN THE END,
BEEAR RESGPOWSIBILITY. AMD IF THE FEESTNT LEADERS CAMNNOT IN DUE
TIME BRING THEIR SUBORDINATES INDER CONTRQL, THEY CANNQT EXPECT
TO CONTINE TO CONVINCE OTHER GOVIS OR PRIVATE INVESTORS THAT
THE GOA IS5 WCORTHY OF CONFIDENCE. HENCE, WHAT IS IN QUESTICON
MOKE THAN ANYTHING ELSE ARE THE INTENTIONS--AND THE RBILITY--OF
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‘THE PRESENT LERDERSHIP TO CLEAR UP LIWES OF COMMAND, ERING THE
SECURITY FORCES FIRMLY UNDER CONTROL, AND CURB HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS. THERE IS5 SOME EVIDENCE THAT THEY ARE MOVING IN THAT
DIRECTION. SANCTIONS NAVE BEEN PROMISED AGRINST THOSE (POLICE)
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MASS MURDER ON ANG 20 (SEE BUENOS ATRES 5521) .
I CORPS COMMANDER, MOREOVER, HaS INSTRUCTED MILITARY FORCES

IN HIS AREA TO APPREHEND "UNRUTHORIZED" PEREONS OR GROUPS OPERATING

DLGE 04 BUENOS 05637 03 OF 03 301250Z Ef,f”
AGAINSY LEFTISTS| _ jj FURTHER, PROJECTED CHANGES 31
IN THE MILITARY COMMAND STRUCTURE MAY REFRESENT A FIRST STEP ON
VIDELL'S PLET TOWARD COWSOLIDATING HIS POSTITION. CERTAIHLY WOST
ARGENTINE POLITICAL, RELIGICUS AND LABOR LEADERS WITH WHOM

WE ARE IN CONTACT, WHILE VERY DISTURBED OVER THE EXCESEES

AT THIS POINT, REMAIN WILLING TO GIVE VIDELA THE EENEFIT OF

THE DOUBT AND HOPE THAT HE WILL YET RIGAT THESE WRONGS. INDEED,
THEY HAVE FEW OTHER OPTIONS, FOR THE CONSENSUS CF OPINICH IS
THAT IF VIDELA AND THE MODERATES ARE REPLACED, THEY WILL RE
REPLACED BY HARDLINERS, EVEN LESS ACCEPTAELE TO THOSE CONCERNED
OVER HIMAMN BEICHTS. bk HICH-RANKING OFFICIAL OF THE OFFICE OF THE
PRESIDEKCY RECENTLY STATED TC EMBOFF: "WE KNOW WE MUST GET

HUMAN RIGHTS MRTTER UMDER CONTROL AND WE WANT TJ DO SO, BUT

IF WE MOVE PRECIPITATELY THE ONLY RESULT MAY BE THE OVERTHROW

OF VIDELA, AND WHAT GGOD WILL THAT DO THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
IN ARCENTINA?" THE PRESIDENT OF THE PERONIST PARTY,

DECLINDS BITTEL, YIRTUALLY ECHOED THESE WORDS IN A EEMARE TO
EMBOFFS ON AUG 26 CONCERNING POSSIBILITY OF IMPROVEMENT I HUMAN
RIGHTS SITUATION. "T0 EE SURE, THERE MUST BE RECTIFICATIORS", "
HE SAIT, *BITT IT WOULL BF FOLTY T PUSH WICELa 50 HarD THAT

WE PUSH ¥I8 GOVT TO FAILURE."
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