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1. COWNFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THE EVENTS OF JAWNUZRY 23 AT LA TABLADA

TOOK ARGENTINA BY ABSOLUTE SURPRISE. THAT IS
NOT TOQ SAY THAT INTELLIGENCE SERVICES AND OTHERS
HATY IO HNOTICHN THAT SEOUFS WITH PROPEHNSITY

FOR VIOLENCE EXISTED ON EXTREME IEFT. BRUT NO
ONE ANPICIPATED A STRIKE OF THIE NATURE AT THIS
COWEFTDENTIAL
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TIME. ONLY FEW WEBEXKE &G0, MTP LEADERS BANOCS
AWD PROVENCANC EAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE CLATMTHE
THAT FEFONHIST FPRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HENEM HAD
MET ON CLAWNDESTINE BASIS WITH SETHMELDIN AND
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LABOR LEADER LORENZ0 MIGUEL. CLEAR IMPLICATION
WAS THAT MENEM WAS SOMEHOW CONSDPIRING WITH
SEINELDIN. TWHETHER UCR LEADERE HAD ANYTHING

TO DO WITH PROMOWING ACCOEATION OR HOT THEY
CERTAINLY PROMOTED DISSEMIMATICN OF

MTP'E ALLEGATION. PRERMITTING THE MIP 2 FORUM

OF THIS NATURE LENT SOME CREDIBILITY %O GROUP

AS 4 PLAYER, ALBEIT AN INSIGNIFICANT ONE, IN

THE DEMOCRATIC PROCEIS,

3. THE MTP WAS FOUNDED IN 1985 WITH A FAR LEEFT

BUT DEMOCRATIC ORIENTATION. ACCORDING TO WHAT

WE HAVE LEARNED, IT UNDERWENT A TRANSFORMATTON

OF SCRTE IN 1987 WHEN A DECISION WAS MADE

TO TAKE ON LEGAL DEFENSE/REPRESENTATION OF

FORMER ERP LEADER GORRIARAN MERLO. MERTO, A
CONFIRMED AND UNREPENTENT REVOLUTIONARE,

BECAME LEADER OF THE GROUP. A NUMBER OF MTP

MEMEERS RESIGNED FROM THE GROUP BECAUSE OF ITS

NEW ORIENTATION AND OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS

ISSUED STRONG DENUNCIATIONS OF THE ATTACE AT

LA TABLADA,,

4. MATOR ELEMENTS OF UNCERTATNTY REMATN THE MOTIVES
FOR AND OBJECTIVES OF THE LA TABLADA ATTACK.. WITH
INITTIAL ERRAIGNMENTS AND JUDICIAT INTERROGATIONS HOW
COMPLETE, GOA MAY KNOW MORE TODAY THAW IT DID LAST
FRIDAY, BUT CUR CONTACTS CONTINUE TO REFLECT PERPLEXITY.
MO EMPLANATION SEEMS TO MAKE ADEQUATE SENSE. -THE
CONEFIDENTIAT,
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HIT-ZND-RUN SCENARIC, WHICH MANY CONTINUED TO CONZIDER
MOST LOSICAL AS OF LATE LAST WEEK, IS FULL OF TLLOGICATL
ELEMENTS. ATTEMPTING TC BLAME SEINELDIN OR RICO
FROURS WAS A SUBTERFUGE WHICH COULD NOT HAVE WITHSTOOD
THO HOURS OF TELEPHOWE CAXLS AND ANATYSIS. NHO ONE

IN ARMY WOULD HAVE BELIEVED EITHER RICO OR SEINELDTN
GROUPS CAPRBLE OF USIHNG WCMEN OR SHOOTING CONZCRIPTS
O THEIR WAY INTO BASE. TERRORISTH# CLEARLY WERE NQT
INTENDTIHG TO STRBATL A GREAT DEAL OF APMS FROM LA
TLELADA. THEY DID HOT HAVE EXTRA VEHICLES WITH THEM
TC CARRY AWAY ANITHING IMPORTANT. SIMILARLY, THE

IDERX THAT THIS REIATIVELY SMALL GROUFP COULD HOLD

THEIR POSTTICN OR SUCCESSFULLY ENGALGE IN FIMNED COMBAT
WITH SECURITY FORCES WHILE POPULAR RESISTANCE AND
SUFFORT DEVELOPED IS FREFOSTEROUS. THE FAR LEFD
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SIMPLY DOES HOT HAVE THAT KIND OF SUPPORT IN ARGENTINA.

INSTEAD OF DIVIDIRG SOCIEFY, OR EVEN THE ARMY, IT
ERCUGHT EVERYCNE TOGETHER, AT LEAST ON JaNUARY 23.

5. ANOTHER HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT UNANESWERED OURSDION
INVOLVES THE EXTENT OF SUBVERSIVE CROUES OF
EXTREME LEFT AND THEIR INFRASTRUCTURE IN
ARGENTINA. MILITARY AND CONSERVATIVE SECTORS

ARE PUTTING OUT THE WORD THAT LA TABLADA WAS

TIP OF AN ICEEERG. THEY CITE NEED FOR AN AMPLE
SUPPORT BASE FOR L& TAELADA TYPE OPERATION,

. THE FACT THAT GORRIARAN MERLO HAS NOT REEN

APPREHENDED AND THAT A STRSTRNTIAT HUMBEE OF
TEFRORIST COMBATANTS EVIDENTLY ESCAPREDL DURING
NIGHT OF JANUZRY 23/24. IT SULITE MILITLRY'S DUR-

POSRES TC DRAMATIZE THE THREAT, PARTLY TO VINDICATE

CONFIDENTIAL.
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FEARS OF LURKING LEFT WING SURVERSION
THEY HAVE ATLUDED TO ALY ALONG, AMND PARTLY TO
BUTTRESS DEMANDZ FOR AN INTERNAL SECQURITY LAW,
OR A MODIFICAYION IN DEFENSE L2W, WHICH WOULD
GIVE MILITARY SOME STRUCTURED ROLE. IN DEATTHG
WITH DOMESTIC SUBVERSIVE MENACE. CERTAIN
SECTORE OF GOVERNMENT, SUCH AS MINISTER OF
INTERIOR NOSIGLIA, FOR EXAMPLE , APPEAR TO HAVE
CONFIDENTIAL
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AN THTEREST IN PROJECTING IMAGE THAT LA TARLADA
WaAS ESSENTIALLY 4 ONE SHOT PHENOMENCN. THE
GOVERHMENT DOES NOT WISH TO AUSMENT ALREALY
EXISTTHZ HOTIOM THAT IT WAS INCOMPETENT IN
NOT DETECTING LA TABLADA BEFORE IT HAPFENED,
BY GIVING IMPRESSION THAT EXTEEMIST LEFT HAS
BUILT A MaAJOR NETWORK HERE UNDETECTED BY
AUTHORITIES. FURTHERMORE, GOA DOES NOT WISH
10 EECOME FURTHER VULNERAGLE TD MILITARY
PRESSURES. SOME OF TRUTH MAY EMERGE FROM
ANVESTIGATIVE /TNTERROGATION PROCESS.

6. LA TABLADA HAS PROBABLY HAD A POSITIVE EFFECT ON
CIVILIAN-MILITARY RELATIONS, AT LEAST INITIATLY. ONCE

IT Was KNOWN THAT THE PERPETRATORS WERE FAR LEFT, THE
ARMY UNITED IN CONDUCTING THE REPRESSIVE ACTIGN.
INDIVIDUALS WITH HAR PATHT {CARARPINTADAS), CHARACTEETISTIC
OF RICO AND SEIMELDIN REBFLLIGHS, PARTIGIFATED.

THE HEEL TO FOCUS ON THE EXTREMIST THRELT HAS, AT LEAST
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IO SCME EXTENT, DIVERTED ATTENTION FROM INTERNEC INEZ
CONFLICT'S IN ARMY AND PLACED DISPUTES BETWEEY THE TNSTT-
TUTION ZND GOVERNMENT oON SEMI-BACK BURNER. THE GOA
TOOK ADVANTAGE OF 2ITUATION TO DUT QUT REPORTS OF A
PLAWNED USDOL FOUR BILLION FORCE MODERNIZATION DROGRAM
CVER NEXT FIVE YELRZ (SEPTEL). WHILE FAR FROM FRUITION,
PLAEN SENDRS MESSAGE TO MILITARY THAT ITS DEMANDE ARE
BEING HEARD. IN IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH OF AN IMPORTANT
EATREMIST EPISODE, VOICES OF CRITICS OF SUCH A REALLGOA-
TION OF RESCURCES ARE MUTED. BY MOVING SWIFTLY TO
CREZTE A NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, ALFONSIN WAS ADLE
IO GIVE A STRUCTURED ROLE TO THE MILITARY TH FIGHT
AGAINST SUEVERSION DESPITE DROVISION OF DEFENEE LAW.
THIS WILL NOT SATISFY THOSE WHO HAVE ALWAYS MATHTAINED
CONFIDENTIAL
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THAT ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATICON CONSCIOUSLY AND WILLFULLY
IGNORED THREAT FFOM EXTREMIAT LEFT, WHILE EMASCULATING
MILITARY. AT LEAST IT WILL BE SEEN AL A STEP IN RIGHT
DIRECTTON. SECRETRRY OF NEW NSC, RECENTLY RETIRED
ADMIRAL, BARRY HUSSEY, IS5 HIGHLY REGARDED AS & DRO-
FESSIONAL THROUGHOUT ARMED FCORCES.

7. THE CRISIE TOOK ON AN UNEXPECTED AND SERTOUS
POLITICAL DIMENSION WHEN MENEM VIRTUALLY ACCUSED
GOVERNMENT OF COMPLEICITY IN THE LA TABLADA ATTACK.
CHARRCTERISTICALLY, HE SUBSEQUENTLY CLARIFIED AND,

I 20O DOING, ALTERED HIS CRIGIKAT CHARMNES. GU?ERHMENT,
NONETHELESE, RESPONDED WITH ANOTHER STREAM OF TNQULTS,
MENEM WAS IN ESSENCE SMARTING FROM WHAT EE STILL RE-
LIEVES WAE UCR MANIPULATION OF AN MTP ALLEGATION THAT
iE HAD MET WITH SEINELLIN AND MIGUEL SECRETLY, DPRE-
SUMABLY TQ CONSPIRE. IN LEVYING HIS OWN CHARCE,

MENEM WAS OBVIOUSLY TRYING TO STICK ONE IN THE
GOVERMMENT'S EAR TO RETALIATE. THERE TS, IN HACT,

AN OUTSTANDING QUESTION ABOUT POSSTELE ROLE OF AN
ADVISOR TO PRESIDENOY SECEETARY SENERMLT BECERFA, WHOQ
IS BELIEVED TO HAVE MTP CONNECTIONS . WE UNDEESTAND,
HOWEVER, THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL WAS ASSOCIATED WITH

MTP PRICR TO 1987 SCHISM. THE DECIBEL LEVEL OF THF
MUTUAL ACCUSATICNS WAS 5S¢ HIGH BY END OF LAST WEEK THAT
FEELERS ARE NOW OUT TO TRY AND TONE IT DOWHN. ONE

OF MENEM'E ADVISORS TOLD US BY PHONE JANUARY 30

THAT MENEM IS WILLING A5 LONG AS UCK GOES ALONC .

A5 OF NOW, NEITHER FARTY HAS EXTRACTED CLEAR

POLITICAL ADVANTAGE FROM T.h TABLADN.
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B, THE ARGENTINE FAR LEFT HAS COME OUT OF YHIS
FOORLY. THE "“UNITED LEFPT PRESTDENTIAT SLATE
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SUBJECT: LA TRBLADA: SOME REFLECTIONS

WILL HAVE A HARD TIME RECRUITING SUPPORTERS .

MOST LEFTIST ACTIVISTS WILL BE DIVING FOR COVER
IN WEEKS AHEAD. THE LEFT WING HUMAN RIGHTE GROUD
HAVE ALSO REFEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED. BANOS'
CONNECTIONS TO THEM AND STATEMENTE BY MOTHEES OF
PLAZA DE MAYO HAVE REEN EXTREMELY POORLY RECEIVED
EY GENERAL PUBLIC (SEPTEL) .

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
bPaGE 02 BUEHOS (00383 03 OF 03 302057%

5. THE ADMINTSTRATION IS BEING SOMEWHAT CTRCUMSDECT
ABQUT THE NICARAGUAN CONNECTION. ONE EHPLANATION, WE
BELTEVE, IS THAT IT T8 STILL MARSHALLING FACTS.
GOFRIAMRAN MERLO'S3 CONMECTIONS TO TOMAS BORGE ARE
DEFINITELY KNOWN, BUT S0ME MEDIA REPORTS SUGGEST THESE
TIES MIGHT HAVE BERN RY 2ND LARGE BROIEN OFF SOME

TIME AGO. OTHERS TAKE POSITICH THAT TIES ARE CURRENT.
SIMITARLY, ALTHOUGH NOSIGLIA IDENTIFIED TO US SPECIFIC
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD SERVED IN¥ SANDINISTA ARMY, HE

DID NOT SAY WHEN. IT WILL NOT BE EASY FCR GOA TO TAKE
STEPS RFEGARDING NICARAGUA WHICH APPEAR TC BE IN ORDEL.
CAPUTO WILL WEED TO ADMIT THAT HIS VIRTUAL ATDEZSEMENT
POLICY FATLED. DESPITE EFFORT TO CULTIVATE CUBA AND
SANDINTSTAS, TINTEENATIONAL COMMINIST SUBVERZIVES
ATTACKED ARGENTINA ANYHAY. WRE PRESUME THAT DESATE
OVER HOW TO PREOCEED I8 TAKING PLACE AT TOF LEVELS

OF ADMTNISTRATION. WHEN HE RETURNS, PRESTDENTIAL
CANDIDATE ANCELOZ WILL ALMOST CERTAILY WEIGH TN
FAVORING A HARD LINE.

10. UNTIL JANUARY 23, ARGENTINES WERE TNTERHATTICNALLY
PERCEIVED AS A COUNTRY WITH SIGHNIFICANT ECONQMIC
PROBLEMS, AN UNCERTAIN POLITICAL/ELECTORAL FUTUKRE

AND & LOOMING MILITARY "THREAT. UNLIKE MANY SOUTH
AMERICAN COUNTRIES, IT WAS NOT CONSTIDERED A COUNTRY
ENDANGERED BY SIGNIFICANT TERRORIST VIOLENCE. L2
TABLADA CHANGED THAT. GIVEN UMCERTAINTIES WHICH
REMAIN, THE SPECTER OF TERROETEM IS STILL ANOTHER
NEGATIVE FACTOR DOMESTIC AWD FOREIGN INVESTORS WILL
HENCEFORTH BE TAKING INTO ACCOUNT.
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