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SUBJ: LA TARLALA INVESTIGATIONS PROCEED AND
- POLEMICS CONTINUE

REF: (A} BUENOS ATRES 91% (B) BUENOS AIRES 920 -
- {C) BUENOS AIRES 917

Ll. {Cy SUMMARY. INVESTIGATIONS TNTO LA TABLADA WEHT
FORMARD COVER THE WEEKEND AND MORE SUSPECTED MPP MEMBERS
HERE ROUNDED TP AND VARICUZ HCOUSES RAIDED. HICARAGUA
REEMATNE SUSPRCT AS A SUPPORTER OF THE TERRORIST, BUT
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THEEE IS WO HRRD EVIDENCE OF A DIRECT LINE TO THE
ATTACK. THE GOA AND RADICAL PARTY HAVE HIT BACK AT
MENEM'S CHARGES THAT THE ADMIMIATRATION IS TISTHNE

Lia TABLADA FOR POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. PEROMISTS HAVE
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KEPT UP THEIR SIDE OF THE FQLEMIC, EUT SOME IN THE
PJ SEEM WORREIED THAT MENEM'S CHARGES WILIL HURT HIM.
THE NATIONAL SECURITY COURMCIL 8 SRECRETARY WILL BE
FETIBEDL VICE ADMIRAL HUSSEY. END SWRAATY.

2. (U) INVESTIGATIONS BY THE FEDERAL COURT CONTINUED
OVER THE WEEKEND WITH THE INTERROGATION UNDER STRICT
SECURITY OF THOSE CAPTURED AT LA TABELADAZ. FELERAT
JUDGE GERARRDO LAVRAMBERERE HAS CORDEEED THE ARPEST OF
ERP LEADER GORRIARAN MERLO FOR THE LA TARLADA ATTACK.
THE COURT HAS ALSC OROERED THE ARRESYT OF APPROXIMATELY
100 OTHER PEREQNS AND, ACCORDING TO PRESZ REDORTS,
MORE THAN FIFTY HAVE BEENW TAKEN INTO CUSTODY., THE
AUTHORITIES HAVE UNCOVERED A HOUSE IN MORENC, A BUENOS
ATRFS SUBURE, USED BY THE TERRORISTS. POLICE REPCRTEDLY
FOUND AN UNDISCLOSED QUANTITY OF ARMS AND MUNITIONS.

3. {C) FUBLIC SRPECULATION ABOUT FOREIGH INVOLVEMENT
CONTINUES FCOCUSING ON NICARAGUA AND GORRILRAN MERLO'S
CONNECTIONS THERE. EBUT ATL OF THE DEAD IDENTIFIED &0
FAR AND THOSE UNDER ARREST ARE ARGENTINE NATIGNALS.
THIS TRACKS WITH WHAT OUR SOURCES TELL US. HOWEVER,
A NUMBEER OF THE HARD CORE TAELADA ATTATKEERS SDENT
TIME TN WICARAGUA AND HAEVE STRONG LINKS TO THE
SAENDINISTAS (REF C).

4. (U0} THE GOVERNMENT AND THE RADICAL TARTY HAVE
COMFIDEMTIAL
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REACTED STROWGLY TO MENEMS CHARGE [REF A AND E) THAT
THE ALFOUNSTN ADMINISTRATION INTENDED TO USE THE TARLADA
INCIDENT TQ0 DELAY PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, DENIGRATE '
THE FERCNIST PARTY AND DENY Hin THE PRESIDENCY.
INTERIDR MINISTER WO2IGLIA CALLED MENEM' 3 ACCUSATIOND
A YBAPBARITY'" WHICH MADE NO SENSE. INTERIOR SECRETARY
(VICE TMINISTER]) GIL LAVEDRA SATH THEY WERE FURE
NONSENSE. SECRETARY OF JUSTICE CARLOS PAIZAC REQUESTED
4 JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION OF THE CHARGES AND DEMANDED
PROCEF FROM THE PERONIST CANDIDATE QF HIS SUSPICICHNS
THAT SECTORS TN THE RADICAL PARTY WERE S0MEHOW LINKED
TO LA TABLADA EVENTS. UCR WATIOHAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
EDISCH OTERO, RADICAT, VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

JUAN MANUFL CASELLA AMND UUCR CHAMEER OF DRPUTIES

LEADER CESAR JAROSLAVSKY HAVE ALSQ HIT BACK AT MENEM
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EGCUSIEG HIM OF BEING TEANSFORMED INTO A SPOEESMAN FOR
THE ULTEZ RIGHT, OF EHDANGERIHNE LIBERTY THROUGH
INTIMIDATION, BHND OF MARKING POLITICAL THEATEER.

5. {7y IN RADIO INTERVIEWS, MEMEM REPEATED HIS
CHARGES THAT THE GDOA WOULD ATTEMPT 10 DELAY THE ELEC-
TIONS, BUT CLATMED HE HAD MOT TMPLIRD DIRECT LINKS
'BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 2ND THE MTP IN THE LA TABLADA
ATTACK, MENEM LOTALISTS ROUZSELOT, FIERRI AZND CARDOQED
HAMWMERED AWAY AT THE GUVERWNMEHNT' S SUPFOSED CAMPAIGH
RAGAINST THE PJ. THE FERCOHIST LEADER TN CHAMERR OF
DEPUTIES JD3E LUIS MANZANO CALLED FOR AW INVESTIGATICN
INTO CONHECTIONS BETWEEN THE MTF AHD THE INTERIOR
MINISTEY AMND SECEETARTAT FOR STATE INTELLIGENCE (SIDE).

€. () THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT COOLER HEADS IN
PERONISH ARE WORRIED ABOUT WHAT MENEM'S LATEST STATE-
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SUBJ: LA TABLADA INVESTIGATIONS FROCEED AND

MENT3 ARE DOTHG T0O THE CANDIDATE'S ELECTORAT, CHANCES .
PJ PARTY PRESTDENT ANTONIQ CAFIERO AND UCR DARMY
CHIEF OTERG APE TO MEET THiZ WEEK TC SEEE AN AGREEMENT
TG BATSE THE LEVEL OF THE CAMPAIGH 2ZND TO REFRAILN
FROM PERSONAL 'ATTACKS AND MUD SLINGING.

7. (U} THE NEWLY-FORMED NATIONAL, SECURTTY COUNCTL
WILL HOLD ITZ2 FIRST WORKING MEETING MONDAY , JAMUURRY 30,
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EETIRED VICE ADMIRAT, BARRY MELBOURNE HUSSEY HAS BEEH
NAMED SECRETARY OF THE N8C. HUSSEY IS THE FORMER
VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE ARMED FORCES JOINT STAFT WHO
RETIFED IM DECEMBER 19288.

B. (£) CCOMMENT. MENEM HAS STEFPED BACK FROM THE
MOST SEVERE INTERPRETATION OF HIS CHARGES ~- A DIRECT
LINK BETHWEEN ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE MTP
AITACK. HIS SUPPORTEERS HAVE BEEN TRYING YET AGAIN

TO "CLARIFY" WHAT THE CANDIDATE SATD. WE RELIEVE
THERE I3 A SENSE AMOWG MORE MODERATE PERONIST

LEADERS LIKE CAFIERQ THAT THESE FPERSONAT ATTACKS AND
WILD CHARGES CAM ONLY DAMAGE MENEM IN THE LONG RUN BY
MAKTHE HIM LOOK IRRESPONSTIBLE AND UNFIT TO GOVERN

THE COUNTRY. ADDITIONALLY, IF MENEM CONTINUEE TO
CONCENTRATE HIS FIRE ON 'THE RADICALS AND FOCUS ATTEN-
TIOHN ON DOMESTIC ELECTCRAL CONSPIRACIES, HE COULD LOOK
VERY FOOLISH IF ZND WHEN THE GOVERNMERT IS ABLE TOD
PRODITCE EVIDENCE OF FOREIGH SUPPORT FOR THE L& TABLADA
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