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: PoTi-ical verrorism of the lelt and che Tight has

N wracked Argenctine since the lace sixties and was partielly
rasponsible for the econemic and pol:::cal breakdown preci-
pitating the March 1976 coup. The Jjunta's eliorts co
eiiminzze leftist terrorist led to 2 massive counter-
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rerrorisc caopaign, undertaken by the security forces.

Alzhough the Govermment Has public

- rerroriss has largely been defecsted, ¢
- campaign of the last few vears has com
e resulzed in severe violaticns of human
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At sresent, —he Government of Argentinz acknowledges
approxizmacelv 3,200 scate of siege priscners deczained
’ under execuszive power (PEN). The state cf siege powers,
invoked inm 1374, have been used co hold a2 wide veriecv cof
persons Ior ’cus periods withou: formel charges. There
aze repor=s of an adc;:zcwa- 300-1000 crisoness in

secret =ilitary cax

. Arrests continue bur have decreazsed considarably
a Zrez the level of the pas: two years. From _aru-'v
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through Qcteber, 1978, 357 were adced o PEN and 663

-asem

i releasel.

Securicy personmnel and rrison cificials coutinel
tse terture curing the inters rrogaticn process to intimidate
end extracs ;::cra::;on. The E:aassv reports thzt
practices include "electric shock, the submarine (prolamged
submersion under water), scociux penthothal, and severe
beatings.?

in aciition, thousands (estimaces range belween 3,000 - .—
and 20,000) have been abductad by securitv forces. THese
cases, Known 2§ the disappeavred, include not only
suspected terrorists but alsc e brosd range of peorle,
such as lzdor 1e=ders, workers, clergvmen, human rights 3 ey
advocates, scientists, and docters. A movement led by ‘
human Tighis oTganizations and the mothers ol the

isappeared, with the suppors of some elements g the

Cn--:h, is tying o :race the missing peoprle and to

ao0bilize sopular suoport for this effery threough newspaper
cve::Lse eI The Gove*nme T nas nco accounted IoTr the

vast maiorizv o :he disappeared, many of whom are presumec
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o be dead. Az present, ocur Embassy is receiving
sorzs ¢ disappearances at & rate cf 16-43 per
month. There are an increasing number oI repsrts ch
the milizarv nas recentlv resctricted the authericy o
Corps Cormanders to authorize abductioms. Pozever
the eflecz of these orders has vet to be verified.
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The Argentine Governmen: and the 0AS Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights have agreed on the condition
for a visic by the Cormission to Argentina in lzate Mav,
197¢

The GOA in lare 1977 veinsticured a limited "righ:
oI optior” Zor political prisoners, held under executive
cetantion, to request exile, However, from January o
August, onlv about 60 were zllowed to leave unde" this
orogram. Our Emdbassy reported in November that'che
vrogram Temalins practically parelyced reportedly bv
Army orpeosizicn and the extensive clezrance system,
However, cthe Exbassy has been granted permission to
inzerview 80 PEN detainees. Our resuests tc see 160
czner potentlial right of option cases were not accepted
by the Arzentines, in at least & Zew cases because

had zlre adv been relezsec.
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The 304 for the firs: cime in Fedbruary, 1972
published lists of those deczzined under the scaze of

siegze

Once azgzain, termissiorn has been granted for the
ICRC ro visic nen-milicary prisons.

neso.MSLve action has been taken on a few cases in
which the U.$. has expressed special interest. - Newspaper
editor Jaco% Timerman was transferred from PEN decention
to house arrest; Alfredo Brave, Co-Chairman of :he
Permanent Assembdly for -Human Rights, was paroled;
Guillermo Vogler was released to the U.S. under the right :
of opticn and the Deutsch family was released. Also placed
on parole was Perez Esquivel, leader of Paz y Justiciza
and Nobel Peace Prize nominee,

O0fficiel harrassment of slected religious groups
continues. The Jehovah's Witnesses have borne much of
bne bruw:. Reports of anti-semitic incidents targeted
the Jewish community anc Jewish prisoners
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,73 Severe restriciions remzin on civil and prolicvical

- Zreedoms ., including trade union righ:s, fair judiciel
processes, and the activities of political partiss. Press
freedom c¢continues te be curteiled, alchough some
restriczions were recentlv lifted. There appears to

be little concerted or esifective effort to check
fundamentzl abuses or to revitalize the legal and
insticutional barriers that would prevent human rights
violazions in the future,
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ACTION TAKEN ON HUMAN RIGET

-- Cn October 27, 1977, the U.S., wvoted "no" on
& gas pipeline loan in the IDB. " We followed
zhis up with ''no" vores on a cellulose plant

on December L and a petrochemical complex on
December 8. On November 3 we did, however,
suppcrt an ID3 loan for potable water on the
grounds that it meets basic human needs,

i -~ Early in 1978, we abstained on an industrial
R credit and a grain storage loan, both in the
'f.l «orld Bank. We abstained rather than vote

n0 to signal to the Argentine Govermment that
1 we had neoted limited improvements in some

areas, and to encourage further positcive
developments. We followecd this bv an extension
2f a $60 million eggriculrurel crecdit loan in
A2ril and ebstained on three IFC loan

Zx-Ic Bank has racently agreed to issue lecters
2Z interest o two companies interested in pro-
tects in Argentina. ‘

"= argentina rejected FMS credits for FY-78
-1e Administration declined ro sign the FY'77
tMS zgreement and is nor requesting FMS credircs
=or Argentina for FY-79. All zrms transfers
(¥¥S sales and commercial sales of items on the
municions list)_were revieved on a case-bv-case
tasis before the October 1 statutory curofs
i1zposed by the Kennedy-Humphrey Amendment.
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Al hCuG“ sowe saletv-re_ated and other itmes wers
arsrovecd. The vast majorizyv oI license
aTplications were returmned LﬂaUDIOVEd to

exdorters. We approved the sale of 30 military
crzining siots before the October 1 cuzoff but

wizheld approval of about 30 other reguests.

We have discussed our human rights concerns
wizh the GOA at the highest levels. Vice-
Przsident Mondale uncerscored these conceruns

in 2 meecting with Prasident Veidla in Rcme at

thz ctime of the installation of Pope John Paul I,
Earlier representations incilude trips by two _
Assistanc Secretaries, an Under Secretary anc the
Secretary oI State. When Under Secretary Newsom
visicted Argentina in late Mayv, he made cTear to
the Argentines that we want better relations with
thzt countrv, but that there would first have tc
be improvements in the human rights area. He
specifically asked for movement on: an invitation
tc che IAHRC; establishment of mechanism to

inform the families cf disappeared persons of
tha2ir whereabours; and ”rlaL, relezse or exile

for the 3,400 PEN prisoners chen héld wirthout
chzzge. '

Th= Department has submitted over 1,000 names ci
individuals who are either dezained or have
cisappeared _o the Argentine CGovernment and nas
re;uested that chev furnish information on these

iniividuals. The Argentine response tc date has

bean sparsa. In recent weeks, however, &G
pecple previcusly *eoo*ted as disappeared have
“"reappeared" in Argentine prisons.
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